SBCC MONTHLY UPDATE

SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE COMMUNICATION PROGRAMME,
Purulia, West Bengal.

Key activities in November 2009

» 11,761 families were contacted by
Animators and Village Volunteers (VVs) for
IPC during November 2009.

» Families belonging to  marginalized
communities contacted for IPC during the
two months by caste:

e 1,631 (14.53%) were ST families (Manki,
Mura, Sabar, Sing Sardar, Hansda, Tudu
and Hembram);

e 1,614 (14.37%) were SC families (Suri,
Bouri, Das, Rajwar, Sahis, Roy);

o 454 (4.04%) Muslim (Ansari) families
and the remaining belonged to the
general categories.

» 55 VICs formed during this period (total 710
VICs formed since December 2008).

» Members of 41 VICs were trained to
conduct SBCC activities by engaging fellow
villagers (272 VICs were sensitized since
June 2009).

» 687 households were identified which are
willing to construct sanitary latrines.

» 232 households agreed to use sanitary
latrines as a result of IPC.

» 20 out of 120 school dropout girls were

motivated to go back to primary schools
during this month.

Treet theatre presentations by MANT in 4

newly inducted blocks in the district.
District administration supported the initiative of
NGO MANT to perform street theatres in 4
newly inducted blocks under SBCC viz.
Balarampur, Kahsipur, Manbazar | and
Manbazar Il. During the months of October and
November MANT organized street theatres
activities in 23 GPs and 92 Villages. More than
33,000 people received the messages of SBCC
through these theatre shows. Among the
audience 67 per cent were women and 16.7 per
cent children. Considering the effectiveness of
the performance, the BDO of Balarampur block
requested the team to conduct a few extra
performances in Balarampur GP in order to
help block administration to motivate people to
construct sanitary latrines and achieve the
status of Nirmal GP in the months to come.

Migrant labourers sensitized on HIV/AIDS
at the village Tantan of Bagmundi GP. The
SBCC team with the help of local VIC and youth
club organized three meetings during the month
with the labourers who migrate to other places

(Jamshedpur, Dhanbad, Bokaro etc.) mainly to
work in the bricks fields and other unskilled
jobs. These labourers are forced to stay away
from home for a considerable period of time.
Five of the labourers were motivated to have
their blood tested at ICTC Purulia town.

BCC in raising the awareness to prevent

diarrhea outbreaks in Siyarkanta village of
Sukuruthu GP, Barabazar Block. There was an
outbreak of diarrhea on 14 Nov in which 106
members of 77 families were affected. BPHC
sources say that most of the victims were
young children and elderly people. Upon
receiving the reports of outbreak of the disease
health department sought additional services of
ICDS workers, ASHA, SBCC team along with
the members of SHG in order to provide
immediate services to the families in affected
area through  demonstration of ORS

preparation, distribution of IEC on diarrhea
prevention, information on the benefits of
drinking boiled water and disinfection of water
sources such as dug well and ponds. By 18
Nov no further diarrhea cases were reported.

ware mother insisted on feeding

colostrums to the newborn at Nanna
village of Kumra GP, Bandwan Block. On 23
Nov Smt. Jyotsna Mahato, W/o Sri Arun
Mahato gave birth to a girl child at Chirudih
health center. Initially the mother was unable to
produce breast milk to feed the baby; hence her
mother-in-law suggested feeding water to the
child. However, the mother insisted on feeding
colostrums only since she learned from the IPC
that it was essential for the newborn. The health
workers who were present there supported her
opinion strongly. It took a little to get the milk
start flowing and the child was fed with



colostrums. The institutional delivery too played
key role for the family to understand this safe
practice.

BCC advocacy at a local Mela (festival).

Between 7 and 15 November Rus Mela was
conducted at a central location of Purulia town.
The District Magistrate of Purulia gave special
approval to the District SBCC Cell in
collaboration with the implementing NGO
Kalyan to take part in the event by inaugurating
an SBCC kiosk. More than 60,000 people from
different locations of Purulia town, as well as
from far flung areas watched CD shows on
SBCC and collected IEC materials on safe

behaviours.

IC pivotal for raising awareness on safe

practices at Mohanpur village of Rigid GP,
Jhalda Il Block. A follow up activity in the village
on 18 November revealed that all 12 members
of VIC had adopted the practice of
handwashing with shop and took initiative to
replicate the same among other community
members. They have formed a core committee
with 3 VIC members to follow up with the
families. Collectively they have conducted IPC
with 156 families (Gen- 154, SC-2) in the village
by using IPC posters effectively. Due to the
initiative of VIC and the SBCC team one
dropped out girl was re-admitted to Mohanpur
Prathamik Vidyalaya, who was out of school for
more than six months. It has been reported that
there is no more school dropout girls in the
village.

mpact of IPC on installation of sanitation

toilet at Jambad, and Uparjari village of
Sirkabad and Hetgugui GP respectively in
Arsha Block. IPC were conducted on 172
families (ST- 97 and OBC -75; Kumar, Sardar,
Thakur, and Pal) during the month. 30 SHG
members were motivated to construct sanitary
toilets at their home as result of several village
meetings and household level IPC by block

SBCC team accompanied by AWW, GPRP,
DRP and VIC member.

The Sabhapati of the Arsha Panchayat Samiti
played important role in activating the Rural
Sanitary Mart (RSM) in response to meet the
demand generated in the field and the active
VIC member Sri Narshing Mahato helped in
collecting contributions from the families to
facilitate quick installation of the toilets.

In another village, Uparjari, one of the remotest
villages in Arsha Block, the SBCC team
accompanied by GPRP, DRP and AWW
several times visited the village to motivate
families to construct sanitary toilets. Out of 100
families, 22 families, majority of whom are SHG
members constructed sanitary toilet at their
house through the RSM.

e o s

BCC messages through folk media in the

villages of Dewli, Dubra, and Udaypur, Para
Block. During 10 - 15 November, Baul and
Jhumur songs were performed in 5 backward
villages and in Udaypur weekly market place
where around 5,000 people received SBCC
messages. The dissemination of messages in
simple language and lively performances were
highly appreciated. A number of requests
received from the different villagers to conduct
more of these performances.

Monthly Update is prepared jointly by Kalyan Kr. Ganguly DSMC (BCC Cell — DM, Purulia,) and Bikash Rn.
Chakraborty, Project Coordinator (BCC Project, NGO Kalyan). Technical support for the preparation of the SBCC
MU is provided by Dr. Soumitra Roy, SBCC Consultant.

Next monthly update will be circulated in the Second week of January 2010
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